
June 2016 – Author Book Interview with David Workman 
 
This is an “author’s book interview” with author David L. Workman, conducted by Drew 
Whitaker, a genealogist and administrator of a history / genealogy Facebook group focused on 
a region in Kentucky. 
 
David is the author of Letter from Alabama: The Inspiring True Story of Strangers Who Saved a 
Child and Changed a Family Forever. 
 
The book is the inspiring true story of two children saved by grace, love, and a startling letter.  
It’s also a story of life and events in the 1940s through 1970s, and into the 21st century. It’s 
available as a Kindle eBook or as a paperback edition here:  
At Amazon: http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00VQIIODK 
At Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/letterfromalabama 
 
The interview: 
 
DREW: What books are on your nightstand? 
 
DAVID: I’m looking forward to a book that is due out soon, in this centennial year of the 
National Parks system. Tales from the Park: My Adventures As a Park Ranger has been written 
by Russell Cahill, a personal friend, retired park ranger and natural resources manager, and 
gifted story teller who last year released a great-reading historical fiction, Kolea: A Story of 
Hawaii’i and Beyond.  
 
Russ is a funny, quick-witted story teller who knows his subjects inside and out. He draws on 
decades of personal experience, research, and a great imagination. Can’t wait for Tales from 
the Park. 
  
 
DREW: What was the last great book you read? 
 
DAVID: I’ve read so many great books recently. Here are a few: 
 
• Short Nights of the Shadow Catcher by Timothy Egan is the story of one America’s most 

important photographers ever – Edward Curtis, who spent decades documenting the 
people and cultures of numerous American Indian tribes, at great cost to himself and 
family. 

 
• The Boys in the Boat by Daniel Jame Brown and . . .  

 
• The Boy Who Shot the Sheriff by my old friend and former colleague, Nancy Bartley 
 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00VQIIODK
http://www.facebook.com/letterfromalabama


Brown’s book and Bartley’s book are powerful stories of personal tragedy, hardship and 
redemption, and they made me profoundly thankful for the people, including complete 
strangers, who stood up for me when I needed them as a child. 
 
• The Wright Brothers by eminent historian David McCullough. Anything by McCullough is 

worth reading; this biography helped flesh out the picture of Dayton OH and aviation, 
which influenced my own personal story, told in Letter from Alabama. 

 
•  American Nations by Colin Woodward is a surprising, well-documented, and thought-

provoking history of the “rival cultures” of North America, and how they influence today’s 
USA. This book spoke to me as a lifelong student of history, and as someone who is a 
product of some of these cultures. 

 
 
DREW:  What book that you read for school had the greatest impact on you? 
 
DAVID:  I can't think of a specific book that I was assigned to read in school that had a powerful 
impact on me, except that a grade-school teacher read Little House on the Prairie stories to my 
class. The stories drew me in, and much later – as a father – I read Wilder’s Little House stories 
to my own daughters at bedtime. They both became voracious readers. 
 
The books from my youth that had a powerful and direct impact on me were numerous 
biographies and histories that I found on my frequent visits to my local branch library. 
 
Those books, and the people who occupied their pages, opened up far horizons for this boy –as 
a traveler, an explorer, a student of history and events and people’s lives, and as story teller. 
 
 
DREW:  What author, living or dead, would you most like to meet? And what would you like 
to know? 
 
DAVID: 
 
1) For very personal reasons, my first choice is Chesta Holt Fulmer, a journalist and poet / 
author in Dayton OH who died in 1957.  
 
In 1940, she published a delightful book of poetry, Far Pastures. In the 1940s and 1950s, she 
was a newspaper advice columnist whose column was called  “We Together.” In 1952, she 
published the newspaper item and headline that changed my life, and my family’s. 
 
Here are some questions I would love to ask Chesta: 
• How did the original “Letter from Alabama” arrive on your desk or in your inbox at the 

Dayton Journal Herald in May 1952?  



• Did you have any hesitation about publishing such a personal letter, which named local 
people?  

• Did you have any idea that the letter made it possible for a brother and his family to find 
the little boy named in the letter?  

• Do you know of other lives that you and your newspaper column helped to save in the 
1940s and 1950s? 

 
2) Allan Eckert was a great narrative historian of America’s frontier and its people and nation-
building events. I would ask Allan: 
•  What is the book you wish you had written, but didn’t? 
• Of all the people you “met” through your research and writing, whom would you most like 

to get to know personally? 
•  Who most influenced your approach to narrative history – research and writing? 
 
3) James Alexander Thom is a great historical fiction writer of America’s frontier and 
frontiersmen and explorers and tribes. I would ask him: 
• What is the book you wish you had written, but haven’t yet? 
• Of all the people you “met” through your research and writing, whom would you like to get 

to know personally? 
• Who most influenced your approach to historical fiction – research and writing? 
 
4) David McCullough is one of America’s pre-eminent historians and historical authors. I would 
ask him: 
• Who is the historical figure that you most wish you could know MORE about? 
• Who is the historical figure that you would most like to know personally? 
• Who is the most misunderstood or least understand historical figure in American history? 
 
 
 
Closing comment from David:  
 
Thanks for your questions. Time spent thinking about books is time well spent,  and you really 
got me thinking! 
 


